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(iii) by striking ‘‘either or both of’’; and 
(B) in paragraphs (1) and (2), by striking 

‘‘that the contract defines’’ and inserting 
‘‘that subsection (b) or the contract defines’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (b), (c), 
and (d) as subsections (c), (f), and (g), respec-
tively; 

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection (b): 

‘‘(b) For purposes of subsection (a), risk of 
burning, explosion, detonation, flight or sur-
face impact, or toxic or hazardous material 
release, associated with the following shall 
be considered unusually hazardous: 

‘‘(1) Any hypersonic weapon system, in-
cluding boost glide vehicles and air-breath-
ing propulsion systems. 

‘‘(2) Rocket propulsions systems, including 
rockets, missiles, launch vehicles, rocket en-
gines or motors, or hypersonic weapons sys-
tems using a solid or liquid high-energy pro-
pellant, including any warhead in excess of 
1000 pounds of the chemical equivalent of 
TNT. 

‘‘(3) Introduction, fielding, or incor-
porating any item containing high-energy 
propellants, including any warhead in excess 
of 1000 pounds of the chemical equivalent of 
TNT introduced, fielded, or incorporated into 
any ship, vessel, submarine, aircraft, or 
spacecraft. 

‘‘(4) A classified program for which insur-
ance is not available as a result of the prohi-
bition on disclosure of classified information 
to commercial insurance providers.’’; 

(4) by inserting after subsection (c), as re-
designated by paragraph (2), the following 
new subsections (d) and (e): 

‘‘(d) For each contract made under sub-
section (a) that provides for indemnification, 
the Secretary that approved the contract 
shall determine the maximum probable loss 
for claims under paragraph (1) of that sub-
section or losses or damage under paragraph 
(2) of that subsection, as applicable. 

‘‘(e)(1) A contractor that is a party to a 
contract made under subsection (a) that pro-
vides for indemnification shall obtain liabil-
ity insurance to compensate for claims under 
paragraph (1) of that subsection and losses or 
damage under paragraph (2) of that sub-
section, as applicable, in amounts and to the 
extent such insurance is available under 
commercially reasonable terms and pricing, 
including any limits, sub-limits, exclusions, 
and other coverage restrictions. 

‘‘(2) A contractor described in paragraph 
(1) is not required to obtain insurance in 
amounts greater than the lesser of— 

‘‘(A) the amount available under commer-
cially reasonable terms and pricing; or 

‘‘(B) the maximum probable loss deter-
mined under subsection (d).’’; 

(5) in subsection (f), as so redesignated, by 
inserting ‘‘the Secretary of Defense,’’ before 
‘‘the Secretary’’; and 

(6) in subsection (g), as so redesignated— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by inserting ‘‘the Secretary of Defense,’’ be-
fore ‘‘the Secretary’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘for re-
search or development, or both,’’. 

SA 4146. Mr. TUBERVILLE (for him-
self and Mr. BRAUN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3867 submitted by Mr. 
REED and intended to be proposed to 
the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XIV, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 1424. COMPTROLLER GENERAL ASSESS-

MENT OF DOMESTIC TITANIUM ORE 
MINING AND DOMESTIC PRODUC-
TION OF TITANIUM METAL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than June 1, 
2022, the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees an assessment of— 

(1) the current state of United States do-
mestic titanium ore mining and domestic 
production of titanium metal; and 

(2) its implications for the supply chains of 
the Department of Defense. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required 
by subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) a comparison of how much titanium 
metal is required annually by the Depart-
ment of Defense and how much titanium ore 
and titanium metal is available from the 
United States domestic supply chains; 

(2) an assessment of the reliability of tita-
nium producers outside the United States 
during national defense emergency sce-
narios; and 

(3) any other matters the Comptroller Gen-
eral considers appropriate to include. 

SA 4147. Mr. LANKFORD (for him-
self, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. LEE, Mr. ROMNEY, 
Mr. CORNYN, and Mr. BRAUN) submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 3867 submitted by 
Mr. REED and intended to be proposed 
to the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2022 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title V, add the 
following: 
SEC. 576. LIMITATION ON APPOINTMENT OF RE-

TIRED MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 
FORCES TO CERTAIN POSITIONS IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3326 of title 5, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by inserting 
‘‘CERTAIN’’ before ‘‘POSITIONS’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘appointed’’ and all that 

follows through ‘‘Defense’’ and inserting 
‘‘appointed to a position in the excepted or 
competitive service classified at or above 
GS–14 of the General Schedule (or equiva-
lent) in or under the Department of De-
fense’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘for the 
purpose’’ and all that follows through ‘‘Man-
agement’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of subchapter I of 
chapter 33 of such title is amended in the 
item relating to section 3326 by inserting 
‘‘certain’’ before ‘‘positions’’. 

SA 4148. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for her-
self, Mr. MARSHALL, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3867 submitted by Mr. REED and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 
4350, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2022 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 

other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. NATIONAL COMMISSION ON THE 

COVID–19 PANDEMIC. 
(a) SHORT TITLE; SENSE OF CONGRESS.— 
(1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘National Commission on the 
COVID–19 Pandemic Act’’. 

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(A) the SARS–CoV–2 (COVID–19) pandemic 
has caused immense suffering in the United 
States, having resulted in more than 736,000 
American deaths as of October 2021, and in-
fecting at least 45,000,000; 

(B) following other destructive and trau-
matic events in our history, including the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, Con-
gress has established a bipartisan commis-
sion of experts to study the event and 
produce a report and recommendations, and 
such an exercise can assist in national heal-
ing; 

(C) the extent of the loss of life and the 
economic cost of the pandemic demonstrate 
the high risks that pandemic diseases can 
pose to public health and to national secu-
rity, and demands a thorough, authoritative, 
and independent review of the origin of 
SARS–CoV–2 as well as United States ac-
tions and policies before and during the pan-
demic, and recommendations to Congress 
and policymakers as to how we can be better 
prepared for future pandemic diseases, in-
cluding those that could be caused by inten-
tional biological attacks; 

(D) individuals appointed to the Commis-
sion established in subsection (b) should be 
prominent citizens of the United States with 
national recognition and significant experi-
ence and expertise in— 

(i) public health and biosafety; 
(ii) epidemiology; 
(iii) medicine; 
(iv) emergency management or response; 
(v) public administration; 
(vi) logistics; 
(vii) organizational management; or 
(viii) medical intelligence and forensic in-

vestigations; and 
(E) it is crucial to better understand and 

manage the increasing likelihood of pan-
demic threats (such as the recent threats of 
severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), 
Ebola, the 2009–H1N1 influenza, and COVID– 
19) and related health issues that the United 
States could face during the next several 
decades. 

(b) COMMISSION ON THE COVID–19 PAN-
DEMIC.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.—There 
is established in the legislative branch the 
National Commission on the COVID–19 Pan-
demic (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Commission’’). 

(2) DUTIES.—The Commission shall— 
(A) in accordance with paragraph (4), con-

duct an investigation of all relevant facts 
and circumstances regarding the novel 
coronavirus disease 2019 (in this section re-
ferred to as ‘‘COVID–19’’) in order to make a 
full and complete accounting of— 

(i) the preparedness of the United States 
for pandemic disease before the outbreak of 
COVID–19; 

(ii) the circumstances surrounding the ini-
tial outbreak and spread of COVID–19; and 

(iii) the actions taken by the Federal Gov-
ernment, State, local, and Tribal govern-
ments, including with respect to the private 
sector, civil society, and relevant inter-
national organizations (including the World 
Health Organization) in response to COVID– 
19; 

(B) identify and examine lessons learned 
regarding pandemic preparedness, response, 
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and recovery efforts by the Federal Govern-
ment and State, local, and Tribal govern-
ments, and international partners; and 

(C) submit to the President and Congress, 
and make publicly available, such reports as 
are required by this section containing find-
ings, conclusions, and recommendations as 
the Commission determines appropriate to 
improve the ability of the United States to 
prepare for, detect, prevent, and, if nec-
essary, respond to and recover from 
epidemics and pandemics such as COVID–19 
(whether naturally occurring or caused by 
state or non-state actors) in a way that 
minimizes negative effects on public health, 
the economy, and society. 

(3) COMPOSITION OF COMMISSION.— 
(A) MEMBERS.—The Commission shall be 

composed of 10 members, of whom— 
(i) 1 member shall be appointed by the 

President, who shall serve as chair of the 
Commission; 

(ii) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
leader of the House of Representatives (the 
Speaker or minority leader, as the case may 
be) of the political party that is not the 
same political party as the President, in con-
sultation with the leader of the Senate (ma-
jority or minority leader, as the case may 
be) of the same political party as such leader 
of the House of Representatives, who shall 
serve as vice chair of the Commission; 

(iii) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
senior member of the Senate leadership of 
the Democratic Party; 

(iv) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
senior member of the leadership of the House 
of Representatives of the Republican Party; 

(v) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
senior member of the Senate leadership of 
the Republican Party; and 

(vi) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
senior member of the leadership of the House 
of Representatives of the Democratic Party. 

(B) AFFILIATIONS; INITIAL MEETING.— 
(i) POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION.—Not 

more than 5 members of the Commission 
shall be from the same political party. 

(ii) NONGOVERNMENTAL APPOINTEES.—An in-
dividual appointed to the Commission may 
not be an officer or employee of the Federal 
Government or any State or local govern-
ment. 

(iii) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—An individual 
appointed to the Commission may not have 
conflicts of interest, or otherwise have dem-
onstrated a strong bias toward a particular 
conclusion that may prejudice the individ-
ual’s judgement as it pertains to the matters 
before the Commission. A senior member of 
the leadership of either party in the Senate 
or the House of Representatives may raise 
objections to appointees who raise such con-
cerns. 

(iv) DEADLINE FOR APPOINTMENT.—All mem-
bers of the Commission shall be appointed 
not later than 30 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

(v) INITIAL MEETING.—The Commission 
shall meet and begin the operations of the 
Commission as soon as practicable, but not 
later than 15 days after appointment of all 
members of the Commission. 

(C) QUORUM; VACANCIES.—After its initial 
meeting, the Commission shall meet upon 
the call of the chair or a majority of its 
members. Six members of the Commission 
shall constitute a quorum. Any vacancy in 
the Commission shall not affect its powers, 
but shall be filled in the same manner in 
which the original appointment was made. 

(D) IN-PERSON MEETINGS.—The members of 
the Commission shall conduct its meetings 
in person unless such in-person meetings 
would pose a health risk or significant prac-
tical challenges. 

(4) INVESTIGATION.—The investigation 
under paragraph (2)(A) shall address the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The structure, coordination, manage-
ment, policies, procedures, and actions of the 
Federal Government, State, local, and Tribal 
governments, and nongovernmental entities 
in response to the COVID–19 pandemic. 

(B) The effectiveness of communications to 
the public concerning the pandemic and the 
public health response, including physical 
distancing practices, the use of masks, and 
other non-pharmaceutical interventions in-
tended to reduce the spread of COVID–19. 

(C) The role of international cooperation in 
responding to the pandemic, including the 
role of international organizations such as 
the World Health Organization and China’s 
government’s cooperation in the global in-
vestigation of COVID-19. 

(D) The availability of personal protective 
equipment for health workers and first re-
sponders, and the availability of other rel-
evant medical equipment and supplies, in-
cluding the role of the Strategic National 
Stockpile. 

(E) The role of the Federal Government in 
the development, testing, production, and 
distribution of treatments and vaccines for 
COVID–19. 

(F) The preparedness and capacity of the 
health care system of the United States, in-
cluding hospitals, physicians, community 
health centers, and laboratories. 

(G) The link between variations in the lan-
guage that individuals use to describe a 
novel virus or disease and how such language 
may contribute to or conversely help to pre-
vent an increase in incidents of stigma, dis-
crimination, and harassment against an 
identifiable group of people and the commu-
nities in which they live. 

(H) The origins of the novel coronavirus 
that causes COVID–19. Such an investigation 
shall include engaging with willing partner 
governments and experts from around the 
world, seeking access to all relevant records 
on the virus cultures, isolates, genomic se-
quences, databases, and patient specimens, 
and personnel of interest. The investigation 
shall fully and without prejudice explore the 
likely origins of COVID–19, as addressed in 
the August, 27, 2020, Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence unclassified summary 
of the Intelligence Community assessment 
on COVID–19 origins, including natural expo-
sure to an infected animal and a laboratory- 
associated incident involving experimen-
tation, animal handling, or sampling by the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology, or another lab 
conducting similar research. 

(I) Any other subject the Commission de-
termines relevant to understanding the ori-
gins of COVID–19, the United States response 
to COVID–19, and developing recommenda-
tions to prepare for future pandemics. 

(5) POWERS OF COMMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.— 
(i) HEARINGS AND EVIDENCE.—The Commis-

sion or, as delegated by the chair and vice 
chair, any subcommittee or member thereof, 
may, for the purpose of carrying out this sec-
tion— 

(I) hold such hearings and sit and act at 
such times and places, take such testimony, 
receive such evidence, administer such 
oaths, as the Commission or such designated 
subcommittee or designated member may 
determine advisable; and 

(II) subject to clause (ii)(I), require, by sub-
poena or otherwise, the attendance and testi-
mony of such witnesses and the production 
of such books, records, correspondence, 
memoranda, papers, and documents, as the 
Commission or such designated sub-
committee or designated member may deter-
mine advisable. 

(ii) ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—A subpoena may be issued 
under this subparagraph only— 

(aa) by the agreement of the chair and the 
vice chair; or 

(bb) by the affirmative vote of 6 members 
of the Commission. 

(II) SIGNATURE.—Subject to subclause (I), 
subpoenas issued under this subparagraph 
may be issued under the signature of the 
chair or any member designated by a major-
ity of the Commission, and may be served by 
any person designated by the chair or by a 
member designated by a majority of the 
Commission. 

(iii) ENFORCEMENT OF SUBPOENAS.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—In the case of contumacy 

or failure to obey a subpoena issued under 
this subparagraph, the United States district 
court for the judicial district in which the 
subpoenaed person resides, is served, or may 
be found, or where the subpoena is return-
able, may issue an order requiring such per-
son to appear at any designated place to tes-
tify or to produce documentary or other evi-
dence. Any failure to obey the order of the 
court may be punished by the court as a con-
tempt of that court. 

(II) ADDITIONAL ENFORCEMENT.—In the case 
of any failure of any witness to comply with 
any subpoena or to testify when summoned 
under authority of this subsection, the Com-
mission may, by majority vote, certify a 
statement of fact constituting such failure 
to the appropriate United States attorney, 
who shall bring the matter before the grand 
jury for its action, under the same statutory 
authority and procedures as if the United 
States attorney had received a certification 
under sections 102 through 104 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States (2 U.S.C. 192 
through 194). 

(B) CONTRACTING.—The Commission may, 
to such extent and in such amounts as are 
provided in appropriation Acts, enter into 
contracts to enable the Commission to dis-
charge its duties under this section. 

(C) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL, STATE, 
LOCAL, AND TRIBAL AGENCIES.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission is au-
thorized to secure directly from any execu-
tive department, bureau, agency, board, 
commission, office, independent establish-
ment, or instrumentality of the Federal Gov-
ernment or a State, local, or Tribal govern-
ment information, suggestions, estimates, 
and statistics for the purposes of this sec-
tion. Each department, bureau, agency, 
board, commission, office, independent es-
tablishment, or instrumentality shall, to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, furnish such 
information, suggestions, estimates, and sta-
tistics directly to the Commission, upon re-
quest made by the chair, the chair of any 
subcommittee created by a majority of the 
Commission, or any member designated by a 
majority of the Commission. 

(ii) RECEIPT, HANDLING, STORAGE, AND DIS-
SEMINATION.—Information shall only be re-
ceived, handled, stored, and disseminated by 
members of the Commission and its staff 
consistent with all applicable statutes, regu-
lations, and Executive orders. 

(iii) NON-INTERFERENCE WITH PUBLIC HEALTH 
DUTIES.—The Commission and its staff shall 
seek information and testimony in a manner 
that ensures Federal, State, local, and Tribal 
individuals and entities and private sector 
individuals and entities are able to prioritize 
activities related to the pandemic response. 

(D) ASSISTANCE FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.— 
(i) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION.— 

The Administrator of General Services shall 
provide to the Commission on a reimburs-
able basis administrative support and other 
services for the performance of the Commis-
sion’s functions. 

(ii) INTELLIGENCE AND INVESTIGATIVE SUP-
PORT.—The Director of National Intelligence, 
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the Secretary of State, the Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, and the Attorney General shall, to 
the extent authorized by law, support the du-
ties of the Commission by providing infor-
mation, intelligence, analysis, recommenda-
tions, estimates, and statistics directly to 
the Commission, upon request made by the 
chair of the Commission, the chair of any 
subcommittee created by a majority of the 
Commission, or any member designated by a 
majority of the Commission. 

(iii) OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.— 
In addition to the assistance prescribed in 
clause (i), departments and agencies of the 
United States may provide to the Commis-
sion such services, funds, facilities, staff, and 
other support services as they may deter-
mine advisable and as may be authorized by 
law. 

(E) DECLASSIFICATION OF INTELLIGENCE RE-
LATED TO COVID–19.— 

(i) COMMENCEMENT OF REVIEW.—Not later 
than 30 days after the date of the initial 
meeting of the Commission, the Director of 
National Intelligence shall, in coordination 
with the Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Director of the Central In-
telligence Agency, and the heads of such 
other elements of the intelligence commu-
nity as the Director of National Intelligence 
considers appropriate, commence a declas-
sification review of any and all information 
the Commission determines necessary relat-
ing to the origin of COVID–19. 

(ii) COMPLETION OF REVIEW.—Not later than 
90 days after the date of the initial meeting 
of the Commission, the Director of National 
Intelligence shall complete the review de-
scribed in clause (i) and determine what ad-
ditional information relating to the origin of 
COVID-19 can be appropriately declassified 
and shared with the public. 

(iii) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—The Director 
of National Intelligence shall submit to Con-
gress an unclassified report that contains 
the additional information described in 
clause (ii) with only such redactions as the 
Director determines necessary to protect 
sources and methods without altering or ob-
scuring such information. 

(F) GIFTS.—The Commission may not ac-
cept, use, and dispose of gifts or donations of 
services or property. 

(G) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission 
may use the United States mails in the same 
manner and under the same conditions as de-
partments and agencies of the United States. 

(6) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ACT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not 
apply to the Commission. 

(B) PRESUMPTION FOR PUBLIC MEETINGS.— 
(i) OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.—The Commission 

shall make its hearings and meetings open to 
the public unless the chair and vice chair de-
termine by consensus, on a case-by-case 
basis, that the hearing or meeting should be 
closed to the public. 

(ii) PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.—Any pub-
lic meeting or hearing of the Commission 
shall be conducted in a manner consistent 
with the protection of information provided 
to or developed for or by the Commission as 
required by any applicable statute, regula-
tion, or Executive order. 

(7) STAFF OF COMMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.— 
(i) APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION.—The 

chair, in consultation with the vice chair, in 
accordance with rules agreed upon by the 
Commission, may appoint and fix the com-
pensation of a staff director and such other 
personnel as may be necessary to enable the 
Commission to carry out its functions, with-
out regard to the provisions of title 5, United 
States Code, governing appointments in the 

competitive service, and without regard to 
the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter 
III of chapter 53 of such title relating to clas-
sification and General Schedule pay rates, 
except that no rate of pay fixed under this 
subsection may exceed the equivalent of that 
payable for a position at level V of the Exec-
utive Schedule under section 5316 of title 5, 
United States Code. The chair shall ensure 
that any internships with the Commission 
are paid positions. 

(ii) PERSONNEL AS FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—The staff director and any 

personnel of the Commission who are em-
ployees shall be employees under section 2105 
of title 5, United States Code, for purposes of 
chapters 63, 81, 83, 84, 85, 87, 89, and 90 of that 
title. 

(II) MEMBERS OF COMMISSION.—Subclause 
(I) shall not be construed to apply to mem-
bers of the Commission. 

(B) DETAILEES.—Any Federal Government 
employee may be detailed to the Commission 
without reimbursement from the Commis-
sion, and such detailee shall retain the 
rights, status, and privileges of his or her 
regular employment without interruption. 

(C) CONSULTANT SERVICES.—The Commis-
sion is authorized to procure the services of 
experts and consultants in accordance with 
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
but at rates not to exceed the daily rate paid 
a person occupying a position at level IV of 
the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

(8) COMPENSATION AND TRAVEL EXPENSES.— 
(A) COMPENSATION.—Each member of the 

Commission may be compensated at not to 
exceed the daily equivalent of the annual 
rate of basic pay in effect for a position at 
level IV of the Executive Schedule under sec-
tion 5315 of title 5, United States Code, for 
each day during which that member is en-
gaged in the actual performance of the du-
ties of the Commission. 

(B) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—While away from 
their homes or regular places of business in 
the performance of services for the Commis-
sion, members of the Commission shall be al-
lowed travel expenses, including per diem in 
lieu of subsistence, in the same manner as 
persons employed intermittently in the Gov-
ernment service are allowed expenses under 
section 5703(b) of title 5, United States Code. 

(9) SECURITY CLEARANCES FOR COMMISSION 
MEMBERS AND STAFF.—The appropriate Fed-
eral agencies or departments shall cooperate 
with the Commission in expeditiously pro-
viding to the Commission members and staff 
appropriate security clearances to the extent 
possible pursuant to existing procedures and 
requirements, except that no person shall be 
provided with access to classified informa-
tion under this section without the appro-
priate security clearances. 

(10) REPORTS OF COMMISSION.— 
(A) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Commission shall submit to the President 
and Congress, and make publicly available, 
an interim report containing such findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations for cor-
rective measures as have been agreed to by a 
majority of Commission members. 

(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than the date 
described in subparagraph (C)(i), the Com-
mission shall submit to the President and 
Congress, and make publicly available, a 
final report containing such findings, conclu-
sions, and recommendations for corrective 
measures as have been agreed to by a major-
ity of Commission members. 

(C) DEADLINE.— 
(i) DATE DESCRIBED.—The date described in 

this clause is 20 months after the date of the 
initial meeting of the Commission, unless 
not fewer than 8 members of the Commission 

vote for an extension of not more than 120 
days. 

(ii) NUMBER OF EXTENSIONS.—The Commis-
sion may make not more than 1 extension 
under clause (i). 

(iii) NOTIFICATION.—The Commission shall 
notify the President, Congress, and the pub-
lic of each extension under clause (i). 

(11) TERMINATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission, and all 

the authorities of this section, shall termi-
nate 90 days after the date on which the final 
report is submitted under paragraph (10)(B). 

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES BEFORE TER-
MINATION.—The Commission may use the 90- 
day period referred to in subparagraph (A) 
for the purpose of concluding its activities, 
including providing testimony to commit-
tees of Congress concerning its reports, dis-
seminating the final report, and explaining 
to the public such reports and the conclu-
sions of the Commission. 

(12) FUNDING.— 
(A) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Commission such sums as may be necessary 
for any fiscal year. 

(B) DURATION OF AVAILABILITY.—Amounts 
made available to the Commission under 
subparagraph (A) shall remain available 
until the termination of the Commission. 

(C) NOTICE.—The chair shall promptly no-
tify Congress if the chair determines that 
the amounts made available to the Commis-
sion under subparagraph (A) are insufficient 
for the Commission to carry out its duties, 
including during an extended period de-
scribed in paragraph (10)(C). 

(13) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) The terms ‘‘chair’’ and ‘‘vice chair’’ 

refer to the chair and vice chair of the Com-
mission appointed under paragraph (3)(A). 

(B) The term ‘‘State’’ means each of the 
several States, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, the 
United States Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

SA 4149. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 3867 submitted by 
Mr. REED and intended to be proposed 
to the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2022 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1036. TRANS-SAHARA COUNTERTERRORISM 

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism 
Partnership Program Act of 2021’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) terrorist and violent extremist organi-
zations, such as Al Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb, Boko Haram, the Islamic State of 
West Africa, and other affiliated groups, 
have killed tens of thousands of innocent ci-
vilians, displaced populations, destabilized 
local and national governments, and caused 
mass human suffering in the affected com-
munities; 

(2) poor governance, political and economic 
marginalization, and lack of accountability 
for human rights abuses by security forces 
are drivers of extremism; 

(3) it is in the national security interest of 
the United States— 

(A) to combat the spread of terrorism and 
violent extremism; and 
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